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Tammy Basham used to visit 
Barren River’s Lonnie White 
Boat Dock regularly to sit in 

peace and watch boats pass by as 
the river flowed. It was “serenity,” 
she said – “an outstanding, beautiful 
river.”

But ever since Barren River Lock 
and Dam No. 1 at Greencastle 
was removed about a month ago, 
Basham’s peacetime hasn’t been the 
same. She said that the water has 
dropped so low that the usual fish-
ing tournaments have been impossi-
ble to conduct, since the boats can’t 
get into the shallow water. There are 
sandbars everywhere.

“It demolished our rivers,” she 
said. “You can literally walk across 
it.”

Barren River Lock and Dam 
No. 1 was one of several lock and 
dams tagged for removal by the 
U.S. Congress in its 2016 Water 
Infrastructure Improvements for 
the Nation Act, in addition to Green 
River Lock and Dams Nos. 3, 4, 5 
and 6.

The law deauthorized the dams 
for navigation, which essentially 
instructed the current owners, the 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, to 
remove them and then convey the 
properties to various local entities, 
said USACE Project Manager Chris 
Wernick. In the case of Barren River 
Lock and Dam No. 1, the dam prop-
erty is being conveyed to Kentucky 
Fish and Wildlife.

“We’re just carrying out that 
(law),” Wernick said. “So there were 
multiple agencies involved, but ulti-
mately, it was Congress’ discretion.”

Before removal, the lock and dam 
had been in an active state of fail-
ure for about two years, and as such, 
posed a threat to boaters and people 
on the land, he added.

“Furthermore, with the dam 
removal, you have better habitats for 
fish, for aquatic species diversity, so 
it’s actually good to improve fishing 
throughout that stretch of the river 
just because you don’t have this 
major obstacle that fish are going to 
be running by,” Wernick said. “It’s 
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As regular as cooler weather and pumpkin 
spice-flavored lattes, Warren County tax bills are 
headed your way this week.

Jessica Coles, bookkeeper and tax deputy for the 
Warren County Sheriff’s Office, said her office will 
begin mailing out tax bills Friday as the beginning 
of another record-breaking local tax season.

Coles said the sheriff’s office is mailing out 
54,039 tax bills that total $98,461,465.75, both new 
highs and a big jump from the 48,790 bills totaling 
just over $57 million in 2013.

“Warren County is growing so much,” Coles said. 
“Next year I figure we’ll hit $100 million.”

The growth is coming as a result of an increase 
in the number of homes and businesses in one of 
Kentucky’s fastest-growing regions but also thanks 
to the hike in assessed value that many homeowners 
have seen during the red-hot local real estate market.

That growth, though, isn’t reflected in the tax rates 
themselves. The county’s tax on real property is 14.5 
cents per $100 of assessed value, the same level it 
has been at for more than a decade.

Rates charged by most county taxing districts are 
also flat, although the county health department 
hiked its rate from 2.5 cents to 2.9 cents to help 
cover the cost of a renovation.

That increase, Coles said, is mostly offset by the 
state’s portion of the tax bill, which is dropping from 
11.9 cents last year to 11.5 cents.

The Warren County Public Schools portion of 
the tax bill is continuing its upward trend this year, 
going from 46.1 cents last year to 46.4 cents.

Tax bills 
hit mail
this week

Property taxes 
near $100 million in 

Warren County

By JUSTIN STORY 
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The attorney for a Bowling 
Green man accused of holding a 
woman captive in his home for 
a week and sexually assaulting 
her said in court Monday she 
would need time to review the 
evidence with her client.

Colton Hogendorn, 29, 
appeared Monday in Warren 
Circuit Court for a pretrial con-
ference in a case in which he 
is charged with two counts of 
first-degree rape, two counts of 
first-degree sodomy, two counts of first-degree 
strangulation and one count each of first-degree 
assault and kidnapping.

Another indictment charges Hogendorn with 
tampering with a witness.

Attorney Alyson McDavitt of the Department 
of Public Advocacy said Monday that there was 
a large amount of discovery evidence to go over 
in the case with Hogendorn and that “technical 
difficulties” had hindered their ability to review 
the evidence together, including some documents 
and pictures.

“Mr. Hogendorn and I have not had an oppor-
tunity to review them and I am asking for another 
pretrial conference,” McDavitt said.

Warren Circuit Judge Steve Wilson set another 
hearing date for Nov. 8.

The Bowling Green Police Department arrested 
Hogendorn and Chessa Manion, 33, of Bowling 
Green, on May 13 following an investigation into 

See TAXES, 3A

Evidence to be 
reviewed in rape, 
kidnapping case
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The recent removal of Barren River lock and dam No. 1 has led to

WATER WOES

‘It demolished our rivers’ 

BY SARAH MICHELS/smichels@bgdailynews.com
According to data sourced from the American Rivers Dam Removal Database, the 
removal of dams in the U.S. has increased exponentially since the 1980s.

COURTESY OF DAVID CAUSEY AND GUS SAUREZ
Gus Suarez took aerial photos of the dam removal site on Facebook, which were 
reposted by David Causey. Many local residents have commented on the repost 
to share their disappointment about the removal of Barren River Lock and Dam 
No. 1, which has led to low water levels in Bowling Green.  

See WATER, 3A

GRACE RAMEY/gramey@bgdailynews.com
Water recedes from the banks of the Barren River to expose driftwood near the Lonnie White Boat Ramp in Bowling Green on Thursday.


